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OME of yon may wonder, that upon ſach an 
Occaſion, I ſhould pitch upon theſe Words: 
But ye will quickly ſee, they hold out an i- 

ſtruction ſeaſonable and ſuitable to us for the Work 
of ſuch a Day as this is. The Apoſtle is here deal-  * 
ing with the Church-Members at Corinth, about _ > 
their Miſcarriages in the Celebrating and Partici- + 
_ paring of the Ordinance of the Lord's Supper. And ' _ 
|| having firſt Reproved them, and then laid before 
them the Original Inſtitution of it, in the Example a 
and Practice of Chriſt, and that he had received it f 
from the Lord Himſelf; and having made ſoneñ⁵ 
Improve ment of that Doctrine held out concerning 
it, he layeth before them the Danger and Evil of 1 5 
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+. ; cit of God, who indited 7 * 
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22 e And Tn the EN, the BN give bo : 
| > of it, there are Two things: 1. The Fedgment It 1 Ba 
e 2. The Ground. of God's- Pe ö = þ 
of bee ment. . . 2s, 
1 e Judgment it ſelf. Many were weak, many. + 
OR cre fu ck, and many. ſleep, And in the judgment | 
= it ſelf were Two Things: The: ra it Aud. iþ 
' of oy N See of it. r 
_ JThe Nature of it. von will 3 it Waza ſtroke 
1 bein e that reached their Strength and 
Health, and the very Life of ſome of em: It was: 
"an Exidemical:Mortaliny. it ſeems: For the en 
ſays, Many were ſick, Mam were weak. And it Was 
not oaly Sickneſs „and. Weakneſs, that God ſtibck 
them with ; but ?twas deadly unto mt Many 
were fallen aſleep. It Was 25 out ward St cds an 
Iudgment: Not upon their Liberties; Honours, or 
Eſtates, hut their Perſoity. rel OP was Bae 
of this ſudgment. 0541 
(2.) Vou haye the Suljelt 555 it. are weak 
and ſickly: among yon, and; mary, ſle Ep oP a 
Bb written to the Church are 1 Skut and 
| Sen ed in Chriſt Feſus : But not to them! only; tis 
I 5 to all that- in every place call: on the Num 'of * "Feſys © ** 
1 1 our Lord, both theirs and vurs. | So ſpea eak Paul" 
| an . WBO conferr'd together in Writing it. 
15 ay well conceive! it wxirxten, as tlie Second” 
bs ſtle is, and directed not onty-yo the Church art 
3 e, but! to all the Saints "whotwers i in A Achaia; 3 
which was; the Province ar Cduntry in which « Coun | 
5 rinth was ſeated. Therefore it extendethj not Conly-> | 
do the church of Corintb, and the Members of it, 
the few Chri ſtians and; Believers there; fe in com 
b Hp pariſon of 115 unconverted Mottieullenof-Pagars”” bes] 
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nd down. in that City and 
Province at this 77. 8 2 of that the apaſt]s: _ 


eas when he Jays, Many are weak and ſickly. 
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many ſleep; That is the Firſt thing in the 
ords, the Di) ſpeniation. of God. Vou ſee it wag” - 


a ng, twas a pablick Judgment, and a UB. 


out ward Judgment. N 
2. You, have the Ground and. Cauſe: of this this leb. 


ment, i, e. b procur ing Cauſe. For thus. Cauſe, fa 
e doth not ſay, for the Idola 2080 


7 e they were Infamous among other 
Na ions. round about, them, far their Rifcmigacy': 
and Luxury, exen to a Proverb. ,. But the 

95 Silence, as to ther when he is. dealing with 
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Chur cen bens and Profeſſors:at Corinth, with: 
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are under this Judgment from Gd. 
Thhere are Four things very plain in the Words: 


ſpecial Hand in bringing down this Judgment up- 
on Corinth. 23 „ ; ; 
3. The very 1 which is ſometimes the 
cial Cauſe of Publick General Judgments upon a 
lace, is the Miſcarriage and Sin of the Church- 
Members, Profeſſors, and People of God in it. 
4. Among all, the Sius of God's People, which 


have a ſpecial Hand in bringing down Common 


Publick judgments, their Miſcarriages at the Hol 
Ordinances of God are ſometimes rhe very thing, which 
hes that ſpecial Hand | 4 
Ido not deſign ww het largely to all theſe 
Points of Doctrine; and ſhall not reach to ſay any 


Thing to the laſt of them. _ | 


' Do&. I. A Place that bath many precious Saints in 
it, is liable to Publick and General Judgments from 
God: Or, Public Tudgments may come upon a Place 


- "phat bath precious Saints in it. The Judgments of 

* God, which came upon Iſrael in the Wilderneſs, 
y:upon them, when there were Gracious Ones SES © 
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— . "moe 
among them. Aaron, the Saint of the Lord; Mfo 8 . =” 
that Servant of the Lord; Miriam, that Propheteſs of _ 
the Lord; Caleb and Foſhua, thoſe faithful ones with 
| God; Phineas, that zealous one for the Lord, that 
could ſtand in the Gap, and turn away his Wrath:  - "a 
Theſe were all of em in 1ſrael. Beſides, tis likety-- * 
there were Multitudes more, whoſe Names are not - 
recorded; and yet ye know what Judgments fell 
upon Iſrael. There was a Famine in the Days of 
David three Years'; Year after Year, it came upon Il 
Iſrael, 2 Sam. 21.1. But there were precious Saint? 
in Iſrael then. David, Gad, Nathan, and man 
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I will give you two Reaſons of it briefly : 1 
I. The Guilt of ſuch a Place, (ſuppoſe the Senſuality 
of a City or Country) where there are many Ser- 
vants of God, may be exceeding Great. The People 

F may be ripe for judgment; they may be guilty of 

a ſuch Sins, as, according to the ordinary Rule of 

| God's Diſpenſations and Dealing, bring down Pub- 

lick Judgments. It was ſo with Jeruſalem, at the 

Day of their Captivity ; and yet there were ſome- 
Holy Perſons in it, Feremiah, Ebedmelech, Baruch, _ 
and ſome others. The Sins in ſuch a Place, for 
their Kind and Nature, may be Heinous and Cry- bY 
ing; and they may be for their Circumſtances ag. 
TIS. gravated, ſo as to amount to a very ſtupendous 
I Height, as when they ſhall be wniverſally overſpreads Me 
2 ing all Ranks, Orders, and Sorts of Perſons in a 
> I Place; ſo that there is none Clean and Guiltleſs, 
I no one Innocent before God. And when they ſhall. 
| alſo be Incorrigible and Incurable, and riſe above, 
, and ſwell over thoſe Banks and Bounds, which _ al 
"a God, in his ordinary Diſpenſations of Providence, 

*» putteth to reſtrain che ſwelling and breaking forth | = 
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5 Fa n. Even in aPlace where thete i are many precious 


ber as has deen aid 7 it is poſſi 


itile or _— to purpoſe done, to turn away Publick 
 Fudgmonts. As 


- #673, they may be under fofriſh Blindneſs, and in- 
_ Evtable Ignorance. And as for the Generation of 


do any thing to turn away Publick Judgments. 
When God has a mind to bring a Judgment on a 
Plate,” He commonly withdraweth the Spirit bf 


bons be precious in his ſight, yet they are out of 


from them, yet there is a Reſtraint upon them; 
and upon their Faith, as to that thing, when. they 


dwell: Or if not fo, yet they may be in i Terms 
with God themſelves. I do not mean in an an- 
juſtified State, no Saint of God ever falleth into 
ſuch a Condition: But they may be ſo far in ill 
Terms with God, as not to be in Caſe to ſtand in 
the Gap, and make up the Hedge: It is the effectual 
Prayer of the Righteons availeth with God for Mercy. 


is both clear from Common and Crying Sins, and 
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3 ble there may bx 


for the Generation of Criminal Sin- 


* Profeſſors and Saints, they may not be in Caſe to 


Prayer and Livelineſs. And thence, tho? their Pers 


wi. to his jd GS .Sa -A 


Caſe'to ſtand in the Gap, and make up the Hedge: | 
For tho the Spirit of Prayer be not wholly taken 


come to deal with God abour the Place where they 


The Righteous in that Text, Jam. 5. 16. is one that 


is himſelf in good Terms with God, walking in a 
nearneſs of Communion with Him in the Cove-, 


Sod in a Place may poſſibly be under particular 
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they ſtep gu interpoſe with God, *ris too Sx 
like 5 Ye ' Briars and Thorns in Battle array 4, 
| 5 tr the Go 71 7 55 Fire. And when God deſigns 


ore Judgments ons Nation, it is uſual V. 
f 4 recious Remnant. They pre, upon, 


God: Either under Spiritual Irawings 
involy'd. in Common Guilt, 0 — urea 


mherc they 8 
"Uſe 1 ſhall make of this a FEW 

bit Hog one. Word; Be not Confident and Secure con- 
berning this Nation, "concerning x is City, at this time,, 
Je not ſeture. We grant, there are many precious, 
ones of God: Would to God the Number 77 
far greater. But be it granted, there are ſo (and, 
yet all are not ſo, who appear ſo; but be it granted. 
they are many) yet Publick Judgments may come, 
beyond what, we have ſeen hitherto. And 1 be- 
eech you, do but-Jook i into the Word of God, and 
gather thence by your own Obſervation, and ſet 

fore your ow Eyes the Tokens of 4 Nation marked 
out for Fudę ment. And 'tis the beſt Ground you 
ean proceed on: God has ſtretched the Firmament, 
the DOE of tis Word, over all Bodies, all So- 
e all Places, whiere it comes. As he has 

tched the Firmament of the Heavens, god the, 
Eight and Influence of the 298 Moon an 
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over this Earth, for Natural Influence, either of 


Fruitfulnefs of Bafrenneſs, and the like: So 


Hath he given his Word, and the Light there- 


of, whereby ye may diſcern the Times and Sea- 
ſons that are coming: on a People. Now I ſay, 
Look to that Word, 


ripening dpace for Judgment. If they be not found 
upon x, in this Nation, and in this City, at this 


Day, I muſt confeſs I underſtand nothing of theſe. 


things. But I will not dwell upon this: I have 


upon another Text, and another Occaſion, ſpoken 


more largely unto it. 


Doct. Il. In pablick Fudgments there is oft-times 
ome particular that has a ſpecial Hand in procuring - 
and pulling down thoſe Fudgments. For this Cauſe, ſays 


the Apoſtle. 


I might multiply Proofs hereof from Scripture. | 
Sometimes the Murmuring of Iſrael was a particu- 


far thing, that had a ſpecial Hand in bringing. 
down Judgment. Once, Judgment in David's time 
came upon 1/ael,. for the Bloody Houſe of Saul, in 
that forementioned 2 Sam. 21. Another time, Judg- 


ment came upon Iſrael, and the particular thing, 


that had an eminent Hand in bringing it, was Da- 
vid's Sin in Numbring the People. Now that parti- 
cular thing, which has a ſpecial Hand in bringing 
Judgment, is not to be underſtood as having the on- 
lyHand. No, tis but a joynt Cauſe, in concurrence 
with others. It is ſo at leaſt often-times: Bur yet it 


has a ſpicial Hand, it is a ver proven and leading, 


Thing, in bringing down, and drawing on of Judg- 


ment; *tis that which fills up the Ephah, and makes 


the Meaſure of the Iniquity of ſuch a Place full, and 


makes them ripe. Now you know how it is in 
A | my . filling 
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Gather together by your 
own Obſervation, and lay before your own Eyes 
all the Marks that the Scripture hath of a People 


NY nate; "SA 22 


filling up a Meaſure, there is many and many © 25 1 
Shovel-fall caſt in, before the Meaſure is ll. 1 ö 
When a thing is ripening, or grows on towards 
a- Ripeneſs, its Hardneſs and Largeneſs grows by 
15, degrees: So when a Place groweth ripe for De- 
ur J ſtruction, its Guilt doth gradually increaſe. But 
'& the thing that has a ſpecial Hand in ng ag Judg- 
le ment, is that which makes the Ephah full, which 
nd makes them fully ripe for Judgment, and for the 
Wis Angel of Wrath to execute his Commiſſion : Go, 
fe thruſt in thy Sickle, as tis Foel 3. 13. and Rev. 14. 15. 
ve | . Let me make this Uſe of this Point, as I go a- =_ 
en long. | dh 45 | | _ SG 
Whenever either the Place where you live, or 
x | your Perſons are under Judgments from God, La- 
ng - | Gour to find out what particular thing tis, which bath 
yS the ſpecial Hand in bringing them upon you. For if 
| it be thus common and uſual, as verily it is, that 
re. | there is fome one thing which has a ſpecial Hand in 
u- bringing down judgments, it concerneth you to 
ng. | find it. Be it a judgment on your Perſons, until it , > 
ne de found out, you will not Repent, nor Humble = 
in your ſelves for it before God, and make your Ap- —_ 
g- plication to Him for Pardon, as you ſhould; there 
g, will be no thorow effectual Dealings with God - 
yY about the Removal of the Guilt of it, until it be "i 
-j. {| found out, and Conſcience diſcern, and be able to 
1g lay its Finger upon the Sore, This and This is the 
beg accurſed Thing. And Brethren, ſo *tis in Pnblick 
ce Judgments, until there is a Diſcerning and Con- 
it | viction of what particular thing tis, that has a ſpe- ' 
1g | cial Hand in bringing National Publick Judgments my 
g- on you; none, no not the People of God them- oF 
es ſelves, can apply to God, or deal with him as they 
id ſhould, and as he expects to be apply'd to, Before 
in ke will remave the Judgment, | oy turn away from 
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as the procuring Cau 
God reveal it to Day and tells him, That was 


= 5 Ful, of been, ar, de Keie, Daher 


ard . 25 
renn ee 5 4 0 
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Fpe® to that particular Sin; the bend 01 f Grage 


5 1 be addreſsd unto, the Blood of Ch rift look'd 
2 reſented, and plea 


before God, for the 


rdon of that Sin. Now, how can th 
The Sin be diſcerged and found out? 


able to ay 12 Ha, 7 th e particular thing, that 


bas a, ſpecial ranging Faire either 1 
my 7 5 5 or the Place "her J am, end for whi hich T N 


Gould he ſpe cially gonct 
e: ruly Flechten, ib judgments and Ways of 
God are a great Deep, paſt finding out. And a- 
mong other Depths in God's udgments, this is one, 
Wat Spe tis very. hard to fix upon. that Park 
ticular, which has a ſpecial Hand 1n bringing them 
What Man, what Saint, whit Angel i in Heaven, YU 


the Holy Ghoſt had nar Tevealed it by his Secretay 
17 Paul, could have fi 


as that which _ for a Peſtilence, or Epidemicat 
Mortality in that Place? When Nee came a Dearth 
upon Iſrael for three Years, Veal after Year, in the. 


latter end of David's Reign; who among all, either 


the People of Irael, or che Nations. ronnd: about, 


or the Servants, Saints, ang; ropbets.of. Go 
gomman and ordinary. Light, would, hays —. able 


to have pitch'd upon the Oppreſſion and Injuſtice 
of the Blobdy Houſe of Say 1 757 the Gpheenirerh, 


diupon that, 


ho wound have been a Het le to. haye 
ſe of, that udgment? But 


it. God's ng therefore, as to ths, tlie ay 
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they can't be fathom'd. 


Two or Three things. 


I ſay, Repent of af Sin; Mourn over it, Exerciſe 
_ Godly Sorrow, with reference to all Sin; all your 


eee 


| Fehold, chou haſh thy Finger upon the Plag ue-Sore 3 "| 


When David felt the Hand of God againſt Iſrael 
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labvuring to are out and fix upon-the particalar -. - 
Things, that are the ſpecial procuring Cauſe of a 


Judgment, be wiſe unto Sobriety, be very circum. _ * 4 
{pe& and tender therein. But that may give ſome 2 


. Repent of all Sin. That is a ure and ſafe way, 


ew Sin, if it be a Perſonal judgment; all — | 
Sins with your q, if a Publick Judgment. "Thus 
doing, you will be fure not to miſs of that which 
is the ſpecial Cauſe. Tho? it may be, you may ne 
you ſhould do, if you had particular Conviction _ 
and Information from God, what is #he very thing | b 
which has brought down Judgments; yet in this =o 
way of acting Godly Sorrow and Repentanee 'foy 
all Sin, God may come in, and ſhine with Light 
on your Conſcience z and by a ſecret Whiſper, as 
I-may ſpeak, an Intimation of his own Spirit may 
Tay, This, this is the thing. While thou art Con- -N 
feſſing and Repenting, God may ſay in thy Heart, 3 


1 de able to lay ſuch a Weight and Load bone 
| Con 


This is that which' has incenſed me, and kindled mine 
Anger againſt thee. I ſay therefore, Repent of all 
Sin * ö * e g L 54 1 


2. Would you know what the ,articular thin 
is, that hath a ſpecial: Hand in pulling down judg- 
ments? Enquire of God, Conſult with Him about it. 
in the Dearth, he enquires of God, whereforg it 
wa. And when David" himſelf walked in Dark- 1 
neſs, and Diſtreſs of Spirit, he reſolv'd u on this 
eee eee an e Why Pe, - 
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quieted, and he went mourning | becauſe of Oppreſſion, 
he reſolves upon that, 7 will ſay unto God, why haſt 


thou forgotten me? - . | wt: 
80 you ſee, both in Perſonal and Publick Cha- 


ſtizements, That is the way, To enquire of God what 


is the procuring Cauſe of them. 


It is true, we have not ſuch a way of Con- 


f ſulting with God, as they in the Old Teſtament 


had: We have no Urim ahd Thummim, or imme- 
diate Oracular Reſpouſes, as they : Yet we have 
that which is as Good, as Uſeful, as much to our 
Advantage. And that very Inſtance of David's 
Enquiring, and God's Anſwering him, holds out 
to us, That it's our Duty to enquire of God, in 
the Way God has appointed us: And alſo, it holds 
out Encouragement to us, That in the way God 
has directed us to Enquire of Him, we may ex- 
pect a Reſolution and Anſwer. Enquire therefore, 
1 ſay, of God. 

But you'll ſay, How? 5 | 
.. I anſwer, (1.) Conſult the Word: Look into that, 
The Word of God 1s ordain'd to caſt a Light up- 


on, and to interpret the Works and Providences 
of God. Pſal, 73. 16, 17. When I thought to know 


this, it was too hard or painful for me, till I went 
into the Sanctuary, then I underſtood. . Go to God in 


his written Word. Among other Uſes of God's' 


Word, this is one, Tis ordained to unfold dark 


i Diſpenſations of Providence, to caſt Light upon the 


Judgments: of God. 


(2.) You ſhould conſult the Judgment it ſelf, con- 
ſaler and ponder it. *Tis a uſual thing with God, 


and *tis a Merciful Indulgence of His to us, that 


he orders his Judgment fo, that it points at the 
Sin which had the ſpecial Hand in procuring it. 
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% | So tis oftentimes. The Sword followd Davids 
, | Houſe; He had ſlan Uriah with the Sword of te 


aſt Children of Ammon: His Concubines were defiled; YN 
He had defiled Bachſheba. Ye know the Scripture - 1 


ba- | is full of Inſtances of that kind, where the Judg- KH 
nat | ment | pam points at the Sin. It is not ſo onl : 


I in Judgments upon God's Children, but in thoſe: 
on- alſo upon his Enemies. Adonibezek had his Thumbs 5 
ent and Great Toes cut off. He ſaid, he had ſervec 
ne- Threeſcore and Ten Kings ſo. God paid him 
ve home in his own Coin. If we were wiſe to ob- = 
Dur | ſerve this, we might oft-times diſcern Engraven' - 
id's on the Judgments thoſe very Sins which had _ 
out I} ſpecial Hand in procuring them. A judgment is 
in || a Rod, a Rod has its Voice; and its Voice is not 
Ids || only in general, Repent, Humble your ſelves, Turn to 
| Gd. But 'tis in particular, Repent of ſuch a Sin, 
ex- Return from ſuch a Sin, which has brought ſuch. 


ore, | an Evil. FD o 4 
| (35) Conſult with thoſe who are moſt likely to be of 1 
I God's Council, and have moſt Light to help you. God's *2 
bats || Secret is with ſuch as fear him, Pſal. 25. 14. He A 


up- will do nothing, but he will acquaint his Servants 
ces || rhe Prophets with it, Amos 3-7. So he acquaints 
now | them commonly with the Grounds of his Pro- 
vent || ceedings. They that are well versd and $killd: 1 
In, cin the Word of God, whether private Chriſtians oy 
d's and Saints, or Miniſters, thoſe that walk in an 5 
lark Intimacy of Communion' with. God, (and ſome? - 
the | there are ordinarily in all Places, who dwell in the 4 
I ſecret Place of the moſt High, Pſal. 91. 1.) Enquire* * JN 
one of chem, Conſult with them; yea, if it be a Perſonal” 2 
| Private Caſe, *tis good ſo to do. You are under- 
hat ſuch or ſuch a Scourge from God, may be tis a ſe- 
the cret Scourge, it may be there's a ſecret Smart in it, 
it. that no Body elſe is privy to, but God and your 
5 | Own. 
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und flag os Guilt, 5 If thou walk contrary to God, 
and he ſeilds a judgment, and yet under the ſmart 


ho 
back Wo. Ontbiohs: !: 


(1 Take heed of f Wind bet gun. | 

(.) Take heed of 5 eart I I. 1 
uA. When Jou en ure 5 God out the ſpe 
Cauſe” of procuring Judgments, Take heed of fre 


") 
8 


11 


of an . 8 or Rod, the Terror of a Judg: 


der 
wilt net judge and condemn thy ſelf for; God 
has a Centroverf e with thee, even for this. * And 
truly the Return you may expect, is like to 

ſuch as Ahab had, when he” conſulted about a fu- 
ture Event, 1 Kings 22. 6. There's 2 Lying Spirit 


gets a Commiſſion from God, verſe. 21, Cc. to go / 


fort" and proſper in chat Work of Deckiving and 
Deludlög him. If then you are put to enquire 


of God, what is the procuring Cauſe of judg⸗ 


nent, "ſeek. to obtain Peace and Pardon for all 


hat which thy Conſeience tells thee of; for all 
that wherein thou haſt broken with God: Yea 
you muſt labour to get afreſh Application of cha 
Blood of Chriſt made to your Perſons, in that 
way of Repenting and Believing. And when you 


__ thus in HOU Terms with God; then in your. 
God after the Cauſe of a particular = 
ment, you n {at 6 expect an ler of 


Jude liring! o 
Mercy. 


2. Tale heed. of Here 104. When a Man mall | 


enquire-with Guile and Hypoeriſie of Heart, he 
is like to be anſwer'd accordingly. The En- 


Quirey it may be 1 loth and unwillin 55 5 


thar ſurh ori ſuch 3 Darling Iniquity - ſhould 
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ment, yöu come to enquire « of Him about it, un- 
Reh and flagrant Guilt; Guilt which thou 


found onty and n fa 2566 reh; Becauſs, 
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ke be 8 4 Camrifion ru har Gol pl is ring 
| at that, contending with him he coul 
not * it in Peace; and ai. Wit is, cv may 
fay) reſolved nat to part "rom: it. Te ade 
6 Fes meet with from 
Sad, is like e Egeliel 14. ay Lord. has 
Wo: deceived him. Stumble got at the Word; tis 
= —- God's own Word in that very Caſe, Verſ,v. if 


A 75 7 9 1 we 0 
1 . £05 $ RO 7 
£ 5 LY 72 4 I 


8 Prophet be deceived, I the Lord have deceined- bins | 
_ There's an Idol ſer up in his. Heart, a ſtumhli ing Block || 
1 F his Niquity befure. bis Face. And he —— to | 
tz ” Enquire: oy Ef what then? He ſhall be deceived. | 
XY | 6: od may leave thee to ſome en Suggeſtion || 
* om Satan, or ſome Lye of thy own Heart, when | 
' | be ſees thee come to enqufre him with 3 — . 
_ Nins Block before thy Faces with an. Idol in a 47 » 
3 art. 5 1:6 rae b 49 ö 
; f Dock III. In Wick Ke vents the | procaring 
* the 2227 thing, that has a ſpecial Hand in : 

them down," 1s ſomotimes' the Sin of; Gee's o.. 

People; The Sins of cherer Members, :Believers and | + 

Profeſſors. 'Underſtand-it. not, as if leaving out th 1 

1 Sins of others, as if they had 0 Hand z they may 
„ be joint Canfes in procuring this: But the Sins 1 
vf God's own, People, have not only 2 Hand, or || 1 
rt of a Hand, as I may ſay, but they have @ || 4 

ecial Hand 1 in it. They, as 1 ſaid even now ad 1 

15 he Ephab, and make the Place ripe for- a publiek ? 

Joe, gment. David was a Precious One ( 

ut *twas his Sin in Numbring the People, that: bad 4 q 

ſpecial Hand in procuring that Plague, by which | 

o many Thouſands of ;/them were gur off. AES 

true, it was not David's Sin alone. One Text || + 

2 us, Tht Anger of the Lud wa, kindle ag4ins || 1 

15 {ratl,. and hel moued David to Number the/Peoples | 1 
8 Sam. 24. by; lu. e. ret 31s: Mill, * . 
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67 Jed d . and he Permicted, or gave Ser 
— jeg 'to Satan to do ir. I he Riſe vf it 1978 | 
the Bord mill kindlel ga pal, 
edidte Cauſe that did, d8 1 ma 
a0 ewe the Flosdgate; and let in that Delug 
was David's Sil: The Wrath of God Wend 15 
have done it in that Caſe, did not at leaft ä 
David added that Sin unto their fortfer 1 
cation. Tis ſaid; Heut. 32. to: ſpeaking of Y nel 
Sin, hor the Lord ſaw it, be abborred then, becau 
of ehr roveking of hit Sons and Daug 77. 114 
true; al chat People, of whom he Tpedks, ng 


1 
— 


His Sorts. and . But the the Text, in 
firſt and direct Senſe; ſpeaks of thent a; yet 
holds true, where there is 4 Se N of forme 
from others in a Place; where ſome art the Sons 
aud Daughters of God, ſo as aer are not. 
Therefore. when I ſay; Go ow Children's Sins 
ate the ching which have à fperial Hand in pullin 
down judgments, I mean bôth his on People, who 
are truly fo by Nez eneration and Sant; ifliktion; and 
Tinstade undet his own People, thoſe that are ſo 
by external Profeſſion, and St aration thereby from 
the reſt" of the World. Thus it was in Noah's 
time, when the Flood cans upon the Earth. 
*Tis true, The whole Earth was filled with V zolentr. 
Gen. 6.11, 13. And all Flrſh bad corrupted his Way, 
Verf 12. But pet the Senſuulity of che Sour of or 
is mention'd in the ad es 28 jeading the Van | 
that: Deluge, ver. f, 2, 3. es 
Before I can probesd to any Bear lon of this; 
1 muſt remove a ſtumbling-Block,” which perhapy 
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2 dark and unaccountäble thing, that a Peſtilenes 
mould be u 


of all the Earth, and ſpall not he do Rig? 
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iey and Rightcouſueſs is inubis 3 It ſeentʒ 


n the City of Corinth, and Province 
of Achaia, for the Sins cofo a few Believers and 
Chriſtians among them... Should God -ſend. 
vouring Fire, or Deſtroying Peſtilence upon Bon- 


Lum, or a Deſolation upon the Land, upon: Erg. 


Land, for the Sins of the few Piſſenters andi Pro- 


feſſors that are in it: What Equity is this?? How 


can this be Righteous Judgment ? He is the: Fudge 
I would ſay two or three things toi\rempye this 
Kumbling-Block out of your Thoughts. „ „ 
1. This muſt be laid down as an infifputsble 
Principle," Righteous art thou, O Lord. So, Jex. d 2-iÞ 
Tet let me plead with thee” conterning' thy Fudgments. 
They are God's Judgments : He ſent; the Peſtilence © 
into the City of Corinth ; and; He from Heaven 
tells them, by the Pen of Paul, that the Miſear- 
riages of the Believing Corinthians were the pro- 
Far Cauſe. It was God's doing to ſend-a Pub- 
lick Judgment upon Corinth, for the Sins, eſpeci- 
ally or immediately, as has been open'd, of a few 
of his own People ;:an inconſiderable Hangful; in 


compariſon. If it be God's doing, it can't. but be 
Juſt. There 1s. Juſtice in it, Whether we, diſcern 


it or no. He is Righteous in all his Hay, and Holy 


i al bis Works, Pſal. 145. 17. And that ought ab- 
Pays to be acknowledged and ſung unto the Praife 
df God, That 15 505 neſs and Fudg ment are the Ha. 


bitagion of his Throne: Even then, when Clouds and 
Darkneſs are round about him, Pſal. 97. 2. kay it 
down therefore as a Principle, There is ho Jniquity in 
Hell altho* it be ſometimes his Doing, and his Way; 


. to ſend Judgments, on a Place for the Sins gf a ff 
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Judgments or Ways, - 


1g · This Proceeding f od, to bring Publick Judg: 

8 0-4 
few of his own People, may be acquitted and cleared 
even at the Bar af the. Reaſon of Men. It is certain, 


dyercome; He will be juſtifed by them, When 


they contend: The judgment of your own 
Thoughts ſhall acquit and clear Him, even in this 

Way of his. Stef r l ogg 186 

And there are two or three Things, I will but 
mention, which ſerve to clear the Holy Orc. of 
Iſrael from any Iniquity in this Proceeding, in 
bringing Publick Judgments upon a Plage, for the 
Sins of a few of his own People. 07 
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things, as an Anſwer of their Prayers; a4 Teſtis 
Abuy from Bod af the Acteptance they fiad with 


ens 7 Now / if ielbe Equ ab and, ighteous;, [cords 
* thy © Sod Gotetntornyief the World; tht lan 
e/ Mould? fare the better in its Publick Con- 


„ or a ew hidden Onsés of God: ithat dre 
ein: : Who' can arraigu the Equity and Righ- 
en of God, on tit other hand, that 


Mould fare the worſe for "the: Iniqu uity, Miſear- 
Triage, and Provocation of 4 Tow” 0 _— hidden 


ol BUID29) 


nes. 
+2 Hefe People of God, wh oſe Miſcarriih es are 


the Procuring Cauſe of * Hek- Jud — 2 r 
he Parts and Members of | k Guilty I» men, the 


Exitens of ſuch" a City „ ebe, of * ſuch 4 Baud. 


Now 'tis Equal —＋ Righteons, he 955 Toes ot 


Foot ſhould' ſmart and be tormented for the Sin 
of the Mouth, or the Man, in Gluttony and 
Drunkenneſs. one part of the Natural Body. treſ⸗- 
affes 3 another” ſuffers: One part of a Civil Bo- 
treſpaſſes againſt God; another falls under the 
Firokes of it. Why ſo? They are the Members 
Ha Guilty Community. Men count this Eqicthl and 
- Right ; and if it be according to Juſtice, 
dare charge the Holy and Righteous God for it? 
in a 2 juſt ar, Men fall upon, and deſtroy Perfons 
22d Families, who are Perſonally Innscent; have 


ct - offended and treſpaſſed : How can this be 


qual, but becauſe they are Parts and Afenbers of 
fuch a Nation, fuck a Place, Subjects of ſuch a 
with whom the others are in Hoſtilfey? 


to 


Him. And who wild 9— find fault wink 
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| betet bre, dn the Fudement of God, Which? 
ds | aFcpraing to Truth. Guilty Hrceſſion, ro that 875 — 
Ty To. ear I a his Caſe: "The gregge | 
+, pike oriuth were Pagans, and were lafa | 
's | in.ſope Sins; they had a Gyilty Acceſſion 20 the 
Sin ot 8 e a Corinthians, in ar Miſcago 
y ThE. of he Supper of the Lord. 0 T a3 
r- | fon _ you'll ſay. W 
n 4 anf Er, Many: Ways. Finſt, The ein 8 
2 ted the Beligping: Wee hians to gò to t Tem 
re e to gat. an d drink, e with t them 
6 Ther I 1775 . and inclined their Maggs 
56% 1 arriage, 9 profane a of 
4. . » 88 they were Gpilty. of 5 
51 des, it is a tate 8, the Law of Nature, a 5 
in Principle | 5b hee 17 Love; which bound _ 
d theſe Pagans, that They yo ſeek We pray for the 
1 Spiritual ual. Neal of. their, Believing Neighb ours They 
5. were bound to pray, that they ade nat ſin. ar 
1s gainſt and provoke ;God.... Now. thefe Phgan Co- 
ts rinthians prayed not this Prayer to God: That is 
Fi teſt, becauſe they were Pagans. Now they 
10 — 2 what they were bound to do, to prevent 
TY 79 Believing: Neighbours ſinning this Sin, they 
18 ell under a guilty. Acceſſion to that Sin, in the 
76 n of God which is according to Truth, 
5 Moreover, it is alſo a Dictate pk the Light, and 
law of Nature, which bindefh every Many,ſe m 
A Thus: and ſhew forth ſuch a' Luſtre o 2 ac na 
I Hs 8 Howe of Gods and a Dread 92 
dy | 212096 e whom be hat 26 de. "Now elk Dogan 
q $917; | Corinthians 
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+ Co as th 
_ "the Believing Corinthians were leſs afraid of Sin: 
. They fo walked, as to quench and damp the Ret . 

verence of God, that'ſhould have fuld and rei gud 
in the Believing Corinthians Heatts: The Pagan 
_  XCorinthians' were Quench-coals, Is to this Fear of 
Bad that ſhould have reign'd in the Believing Co- 
= = :nthians Hearts; Hence they dealt fo ſlightly and 
. "ay in coming to: this Ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper. And therefore the Pagan Corint hi“ 

unt, in the Judgment of God, which is according 

; to Truth, had a guilty Acceſſion to this Sin of th 
| Believing Corinthians; Which, èven according to the 
Laws of Men, and the Rules by which Men judge, 

is puniſhable. And according tb the Law. of God 

and Rules of his Judgment, which is always right 
= they who. have a guilty Acceſſfioit unto other Men! 

. Sins, are Criminal and Puniſhable, as to that ver. 


5 n dn 


Taid for it. VVV 
I come to the Application of the Point, which is 
A clear and expreſs in the Text it ſelf; That the 
(Sins of God's own People in a Place, are ſometimes 4 


34 4 0 2323211 


1 procuring Cauſe of publick Fudg ments. „ 
Poor Application whereof, take Three or - Fout 
* Here you may ſee, That the Sins of God's own 
People are very Hateful and Provoking to God. I. hey 
dre things Which cry in the Ears of the Lord Go 
df: Hoſts. © God has not a jot the better Thoughts || «4 
of Sin, becauſe committed by any of his Children; 
1 nor a jot the leſs Reſentment of it, becauſe of his |þ 11 
= Fatherly Love to their Perſons. No, but he hateth _ +1 
their Sin, Thar is as much diſpleaſing, as much abt I- 
Y  Horr'd by him, as if he had an unappeaſable Con! 
droverſie with their Perſons, as if they were the 
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of it is, the Sins of God's on People are not the 
iefs hateful or provoking, but rather the more 
bitterly reſented by God, chan the 85 Sins, the 


© $. 8 gf g $i 8 0 
15 of his Corte and wind for ever. Te Leuch FI 


fame Sins done by others. His Pegpl e that 15 
4 Profeſſion, Church-Members (to inſtance in th 
zecauſe the Text leads tö it, and 1 know 1 ſpe 
to many fuch) their Sts are more as t 
Gdd; than. the fame Sius dae by others 
Cu.) Te eee Lig bt than others; Te hade ba 
en! the 7725 2 F God, than others have 
had: Now — you to kr that Light, a- 
gainſt thoſt Vilas of ths” Jolineſs of 5M be- 
fore whom ye Walk, and with whom ye have to 
do; tis à more incenfing Aﬀeont to God, than 
the like Sins inl others. If ye had not Had other 
and more Light than they, ye had ndt deen eg ⸗ 
gagd to give up your Names to God, a nee the 
Stream and/Temper of the Place where 5 dwell. 
(2.) As ye are under more Light, ſoy h are. ua 
re Bonds than others. Ve have Lee el with 
God, to:endeavour to walk Blameleſly and Holily 


Peres Him. if ye de Chürch-Membets, it is a 


ye Covenant both with God, and with one 


— Eg copehly in the hearing of Men and 7 


gels, That ye Sil rhiroth 22 his Grace walk at becom 
the Geſpel. — no your Faflures in walkin 


are not oniy Trefpa e the Kc of. the 
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Whiſpersand strugglings of the Spirit of God voucts 
ſafed unto Church-Members and Profeſſors, than 


other Perſons feel. What was it elſe that drew 


and engaged you into a Profeſſion of that, keeps 
vou and preſerves yon in it? Your Sins therefore 


eing :againſt Helps and Means which others have 
not, they are more bitterly reſented by God 
than the Sins of other Men. Al my Springs are in 


Thee, faith the Pſalmiſt, Pſ. 87. alt. Springs, In- 


fluences, Communications, Boſom Viſits, near Ap- 
8 the Choiceſt of all Means, they are in- 
deed originally all in Gd, and from God; but He 
ordinarily affordeth them in his Churches: So, Al 
my Springs are in Thee; i. e. in the City of Sion, 
which God loveth above all the Dwellings of Facob, v. 2. 
The choiceſt Influences and Communications from 
God are in his Churches; and therefore for Church- 
Members to ſin, is more provoking, and goes to 


the Heart of God more than the Sins of others 


do. 9 . LY. o „ 3 
(4.) The Sins of God's own People and Church- 


Members, do wound the Honour of Gad, and reflect on 


bis Name in the World, more deeply than the Sins of 
others: And therefore God takes it worſe, and 


they go more to his Heart. The Reaſon is, 


dear his. Name; And what was ſaid of Iſrael of 


old, is true of every. Goſpel-Church, They are 4 
People near unto the Lord. Ye know how. God 
reckons up the Sins of 1/rael, Ezek. 20. Ye did 
zhus and * and. my Name was polluted; and the 
Lord wrought for his Name's ſake, that it ſpould not 
be polluted. He goes over it again, as that which 
was upon his Heart, He could not get over it, as 


it were, His Name was polluted, his Sabbat hs pol- 


Tuted. . So *tis with Church- Members: Your : Miſ- 


' carriages do in ſome ſort. pollute the Name of Gad 
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icin tlie World. And this is that which goes to * 9 
han God's Heart, makes it ſtick With him, makes your IJ 
rew 


Sins more wounding and more incenſing, than tge 
Sins of others; and it appears tis ſo by my Text, 1 
fore ¶ For this Cauſe. Your Sins may bring publick Judg- | 

ments; your Sins that ye commit 8 - 
God eretly in your Church-Aſſemblies, tt may be in 
e | your Celebrations of Ordinances, theſe Sins m 
In- help to bring publick Judgments on the City and 
Ap- Land where ye dwell. - 5 „ 3 
-N-F 2. This Doctrine Reproveth, and Warneth againſt 3 
He that Thought, which it may be ſome of us have — = 


» A} admitted, yea, that all of us are in danger of ad- 5 
Sion, | mitting and taking in, That in Publick Judg ments, 8 


V. 2. God ſtrikes only at the Sins of the Profane, and not of 
from the Profeſſing Generation; That God contends only 
Tch-f for National Sins, and not for the Sins of Church= 4 
sto Members, and of his own People. This Dectrine _—* 
thers reproves and rebukes ſuch an Opinion 5 77 it ſhould | 
I Fortifie your Hearts againſt it. It is ſo, that in pub- 

rch- || lick Judgments, God oft-times is provoked to them- 


eb on by the Sins of his Iſrael. To think therefore that 4 

ns of your Sins, the Sins of Profefſors, have had no Hand in 5 „ 
and the Judgments and Conſumptions which are upon 9 
| us, is an Unwarrantable Thing, a Sinful Thought; 

el of] there's a great deal of Evil in it: Look to the © 

are 4 Roos from whence it ſprings; look to the Fruit it » 
God] brings forth, and ye will ſee a great deal of Evil 

e did] in ſuch a Thought. : | 


the] (u.) The Root from whence it ſprings, is Blindneſs 
a not 5, your Conſcience ;, ye do not ſee there are Sins with 
vhich you againſt the Lord your God: Yea, it may be there 
it, a8 are ries of Belial found in you, and yet ye ſee them 
pol. not to be ſo hateful and corrupt, as to be the Pro- 
. Miſ- curing Cauſe of Publick Judgments: This is Blind- 
f God peſs. If your Conſciences were enlightned by-the 
„ 3 Mord 
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Word of: God as they ſhould he, ye would fall 
15 down under this Conviction, That the Sins which | | 


FX 7. 
ts 
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are with you may be the Precuriag Cayſes of Pubs 
lick Calamities. But *tis not only from Blindneſs 


of Mind, there's another Cauſe of it; aud thats. 


' Hardneſs of Heart: Our Hearts diſlike and hate 
Arxraigning and Condemning our ſelves ; we are 
deſperately loth to come to it. Tho: God com 


forth and manifeſt his Piſpleaſurez yet our hard 


Hearts are unwilling to arraign our ſelves, to lay 


our Mouths down in the Duüſt, and our Necks 


down upon the Block, as the Guilty Criminals and 
Tranſgreſſors: We are loth to ſay, as David ſaid, 
when he had tranſgreſſed, Lo! I have finned, and 1 
have done wickedly ; but theſe Sheep, what have they 
done? 2 Sam. 24. 17 Our hard Hearts are very: 
loth, under publick Judgmeats, to take the Guilt 
of procuring them upon our ſelves before God. 
It is indeed a very humbling abaſing Conſideration, 
for a poor ſinning Creature to be under this Con- 
viction before God, I have ſiuned; and this Fudg- 
ment, that reaches far and near, which extends, it 
may be, to the whole Breadth and Length, and all 
the Corners of the Land, this Judgment comes for 


wy Sin: 1 ſay, tis a very Humbling, Heart- 


breaking, Debaſing Conſideration : But tis from 


the Hardneſs of our Hearts that we entertain con- 
B „ Ate, „ 


trary Thougffts. F | | | 
.) Look upon the Fruits it brings forth, Such a 
Thought admitted doth defile: Every Evil Thought 
does fo, Matt. 15. 19, 20. It brings a Blot on dur 
8 renders us diſpleaſing before God: Such 
Thought as this does ſo manifeſtly; it makes our 
*Eonſciences defiled, it alſb farther hardens our 


Hearts,” ſtupifiès us, makes us Senſleſs, obftrues 
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1 God: Every Sin —_— 
,- that: our Sins are the procuring: 
Cauſe of Bl yh her Provacation: It pro- 
vok 0 as it were wipe our wk = 
Mouths: * Ave coareadie the Word of God Ys 
We have not fund, ſo as 19 bride Neger: 5 whe 
the Scriptures and my Text fay otherwiſe, 'Fer.-2. 

35- Thou ſay I am Innocent, Behold, 1 wit _ 
with thee, becauſe thou ſay ſts I have not fnned. 
a Thought as this entertain'd, and ſtood to, 
vokes God, fo”as that he wit be: ſure te For | 
with you, either in your own Conſciences by his 

Spirit, or elſe by National Judgmeats, or it may 
be, bring your Perſonas in particular: under Jadg: 


ments, hat are in their Nature gommon. 


, In dealing with God "about Publick Judg- 


| ments, s, this Doctrine inſtructs and directs phat Sin 


to Lament before Him, and Humble your 12 8 for, 
Ye who are the People of God, be are Be 
Ehurch-Members, you ſhould "lament the Sin of 6 

prhers; and National Sins : Ay, hut among all the 


all ins ye lament before wg in your dealing with 

©» | Him, for the Removal National Judgmen 

rt o not forget your own, do nat · forget 2 Sins * 

m reg Generation of God's People. *Tis the Provoca- 

= | tion of his Sons and Daughters that is a very great 

' | Yagredient in that Cup of Wrath, which God has 

14 mingled and filled for the Nation at this Time? 

t | And therefore if theſe be unlamented by us, truly 

ur ye do norhjnges purpoſe, in all your Interpolings 

ch | with God about Nasional Sins. When 'I fay, 'you 

wr | ſhould particularly lament your en Sins, I mean 

ur | your own Perſonal Sins; I mean alſo the Sins ß 
as | 6 od's at Aud when 1 ſays Ye ſhould 2 5 
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ſhe them, but Jay: h 
ypon them,” mourn for them, and let them-ſtab; 


Conſider 


and-wound your Hearts: Ye ſhould alſo be earneſt 
in vour Application to God for the Forgiveneſe g 


them; ye ſhould fly to the Fountain ſet open for Sin 
and fen Uncleanneſs:- Ye ſhould make as earneſt Ap- 
plication by Faith unto the Blood of Chriſt, for 
the Pardon of the Sins of the Remnant: of God's. 
Heritage, as for the Pardon of any other Sins, 
that ye look on as the moſt Crying Abomina- 
T. ᷣᷣU 245 1109 ba 17 
4. Do the Sins of God's own People procure 
Jadgments ? it ſhould have an Influence upon 
us, and we ſhould make that Improvement of 


it, to awaken and bs e our Hearts to Cireum- 
ſpect ion. : Thou may” 


| become, by thy Looſeneſs: 
and Careleſnefs, by thy Declenſion and Apoſtacy, 
thou that art a Church-Member, a Profeſſor, ton 
may ſt become a Common Evil, and Tre bler. of. ty 
Iſrael; the City, the Land may fare the work for 
thee : It ſhonld therefore engage thee to walk 

Holily, Blameleſly before God, and keep up Com- 
munion with Him; left ſecret Sins, committed 
between your Souls and God, have à ſad and miſs | 
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